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Holy Communion at Holy Apostles   

Reimagining Stewardship as New Life in Jesus Christ 

Providing a welcoming community in which all can, with open hearts and open minds, receive God's grace through worship, 
fellowship, learning and outreach to others.  

Since last October, when we began celebrating the Eucharist again at Holy Apostles after several months of Morning 
Prayer, we have been administering Holy Communion òin one kind.ó With some variation, this has been the general 
approach taken throughout the Episcopal Church over the past year. And, as we have said, the Prayer Book directs 
that such a practice constitutes a full reception of the Sacrament, in which òall the benefits of Communion are re-
ceived.ó 
 

Nevertheless, it has always been a principle of Anglican practice that Holy Communion in both kinds should be of-
fered to all the faithful in normal circumstances. This principle is based on the conviction that such was the intention 
of our Lord, who said, òTake, eat,ó and òDrink this, all of you.ó 
 

So, I am glad to announce that we are again administering both the consecrated Bread and Wine to those who desire 
to receive them. I am confident in the appropriateness of this decision at this time. Many dioceses and parishes have 
recently begun making provisions for offering the consecrated Wine to the faithful. And studies have shown that, 
while the risk of contracting infection through the use of the common cup cannot be ruled out entirely, the likeli-
hood of infection is low, and probably poses no more risk than any general social gathering. Several best practices, 
which are generally observed in our churches, are important, including: the use of a purificator to wipe the rim of the 
chalice; the use of silver and wine; and extra care not to dip fingers in the wine by those who choose to receive by 
intinction.  And, of course, receiving in one kind is always still an option, and is in no way a òlesseró means of grace.  
 

Completed, Lord, the Holy Mysteries, 
as far as lies within our mortal power! 
Thy death remembered, feeding thus on thee, 
we here have known the resurrection hour. 
 

Through Godõs good grace these Mysteries are ours, 
ordained by thee, the everlasting Son; 
blest by the Spirit, breath and flame of life, 
to whom be praise while endless ages run. 
~ Hymn 346 

So often we think of stewardship or a stewardship campaign as a season. It usually begins around September and is 
brought to a close in November with a great ingathering of pledges and a joyful celebration.  

 

Perhaps because nothing lately has been ònormaló, the Stewardship Committee has been 
inspired to reimagine the practice of stewardship not as a short season, but as a year-
round or even daily devotion. In the same way that every household must set budget 
goals and is constantly reassessing the income/outflow depending on situations as they 
arise, it makes sense to treat Holy Apostlesõ stewardship of our time, talent and treasure 
the same way.  
 

This in no way discounts the imperative of being able to establish a budget which is 
based on the amount of pledged giving. But it does remind us that the health of our 
church family should be as important as the health of our own families.  

 

So just as Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and always, the life to which he calls us is one of growth and 
transformation and movement into the future, which belongs to God. Daily we are renewed by new life in Jesus 
Christ, and our daily stewardship of our church should reflect the continual joy of that renewal. As 1 Chronicles 
16:29-34 reminds us òAscribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him. Wor-
ship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.ó 
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The church continues to need your continued love, prayers and support as you 
have done so faithfully since the beginning of the pandemic. The church is cur-
rently in the midst of the search for our next rector and experienced a significant 
shortfall in pledges in June. It is not uncommon for that to happen this time of 
year, as the summer months are historically lower-pledging months. So, we hope 
that is the case and that pledges will be caught up as the year progresses. If you 
are not able to attend services due to vacation or other commitments, we ask that 
you mail in your check(s) or use our on-line giving function to maintain your 
pledges. 
 

For those of you that have pledged, the church thanks you and asks that you con-
tinue to honor your pledge. For those that may not have pledged, the church asks 
that you continue to contribute to the plate or consider contributing what you 
can if you have not already. 

From Deacon Gerri 
We live in a society that is today more polarized than ever, at least in my 
memory.  A good part of this polarization involves the matter of race and how it 
has formed our world ð particularly in our country.  We live in a time of fake 
news, half-truths, and close-mindedness on both sides of the aisle ð with actual 
truth lying somewhere in between. 
 

The Absalom Jones Episcopal Center for Racial Healing was formed as a sort of 
bridge.  A òbrave spaceó where difficult conversations and hard work in regards 
to our troubled history may occur.  A space in which our faith and belief in the 
life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth informs our way forward.  
 

I was honored to be selected from a pool of applicants to participate in a class 
offered by the Center that took place over the past several months.     

From the Finance Committee 

Please consider teaching Sunday School 
for the 2021-22 school year! We are 
faithfully praying for a great team of 
teachers for classes from Preschool - 
12th grade. Sunday school classes begin 
on September 12th!  Please email  
cynthia@holyapostlestn.net. 

The class, Spiritual Formation for Racial Healing, was led by The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Swanson, 
Ph.D.,  Chair of the Board of Directors for the Center.  This intensive course, attended by 
clergy and laity across racial and denominational boundaries, used forms of the Prayer of Ex-
amen (https://www.jesuits.org/spirituality/the-ignatian-examen) to explore the history of 
racism and its impact on each of us in our contexts.  Prayer practices were developed around 
the work of dismantling systemic racism, and fostering reconciliation and healing.  The emphasis was on discerning how God 
is leading each of us individually into this work.  The practices and disciplines learned are meant to be an ongoing  part of our 
discernment and action in this endeavor.   
 

The class will be a continuing offering.  To learn more about the Center, its mission, and its resources, including this class, 
please contact me, or visit:  https://www.centerforracialhealing.org. 

Mark your calendars!  

The date for this yearõs Ministry Fair is Sunday,  
August 29th.  We will gather in the PLC after the 10:00 
am service to learn more about the ministries of  Holy 
Apostles, eat lunch and enjoy time together in fellow-

ship.  More details to come! 

https://www.jesuits.org/spirituality/the-ignatian-examen/
https://www.centerforracialhealing.org/

