
 

 

Welcome Home to Holy Apostles, Rev. Dr. Robert Certain  

Holy Apostles will kick off our 50th Anniversary celebration with a series of visiting former rectors beginning 

on January 8, 2017. For our first guest, we are so pleased to welcome home former rector Robert Certain. The 

Reverend Dr. Robert Certain served as rector of Holy Apostles from August 1985 to November 1989 and 

presided over a prosperous era of building and growth. "Holy Apostles is located in one of the most favorable 

areas of the Diocese of West Tennessee in terms of spreading the gospel," Rev. Certain said in 1986 when Holy 

Apostles was located on Hickory Hill Road, the fastest growing area of Memphis at the time. "This expanded 

facility will enable us to reach out in new ways. I am extremely positive and excited about what God is doing 

in our parish."  

The renovation allowed the parish to create nine classrooms, a parish hall and an expanded office area. Building 

Committee members included current parishioners Brian Pecon, Bob Capra, Sue Balogh, and chairman Susan 

Crawford. The first service in the new nave was held on Christmas Eve 1986, with formal dedication of the 

completed addition in February, 1987. In September 1986, Holy Apostles Day School, offering pre-school and 

pre-kindergarten classes, opened as a community outreach ministry.  

Before The Rev. Dr. Certain was called to Holy Apostles, he graduated from Emory University in 1969 with a 

B.A. in History and a commission in the U.S. Air Force. He flew 100 combat missions over Southeast Asia 

during the Vietnam War.  After the war, he attended the School of Theology in Sewanee, Tennessee and was 

ordained as a priest in 1976 after receiving his Master of Divinity degree.  

As well as faithfully serving Holy Apostles for four flourishing years, Rev. Certain served parishes in Mississippi, 

Texas, Tennessee, Arizona, California and Georgia before retiring from parish ministry in 2012. He was also a 

military chaplain for the Air Force on both reserve and active duty. He has served on many military Boards, 

published two books, and most notably lead all the memorial services and presided over the burial in Michigan 

of former President Gerald R. Ford in 2006.  

Please join our joyful commencement of our six-month celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Holy Apostles 

by welcoming home Rev. Certain on January 8, 2017.  

  
 


