
Welcome Home to Holy Apostles, Rev. Anne Carriere  

  
On March 5th, Holy Apostles is pleased to welcome home our next guest in our 50th Anniversary Celebration 

series of visiting former rectors, the Reverend Anne Carriere. The Rev. Carriere served her home parish of 

GraceSt. Luke’s as deacon, priest assistant, and associate rector for nine years and has the distinguished honor 

of being the first female priest to serve as a rector in the Diocese of West Tennessee.  

The Rev. Carriere served Holy Apostles during a difficult time for our congregation from 1990-1996. Once a 

rural and relatively homogeneous community, by the early 90s, Hickory Hill had grown into a bustling, racially 

and culturally mixed suburb of strip malls, four-lane thoroughfares, residential neighborhoods and apartment 

complexes. Development had reduced our church site from its original 10 to just 5-1/2 acres. One acre was 

lost to road widening and another three with the sale of property to developers. 

Though remaining an eclectic, socio-economically mixed body of parishioners, the 1990s found many in the 

congregation struggling with the doctrinal controversies troubling the Anglican Church worldwide.  All of these 

changes left their mark on Holy Apostles. Consequently, weekly attendance began declining. After averages 

through the 1980s of about 200 people, the number of worshippers by the late 1990s ebbed to about 80. The 

shrinking congregation and financial problems forced Holy Apostles to relinquish parish status and revert to a 

diocesan mission.  

The Reverend Carriere left Holy Apostles in 1996. Between her departure and 2003, Holy Apostles was served 

by a number of interim clergy.  The late Rev. Bill Kelly was interim at the time of Holy Apostles’ transition 

from the Hickory Hill property.  

After moving to Mountain Home, Arkansas, Anne served as vicar of St. Andrew's and learned to minister to 

and serve with a parish of mostly retirees. Six years later, soon after the congregation had moved into their 

newly built church and parish hall, she semi-retired. Anne has continued supplying several parishes in the 

diocese of Arkansas, and serving as a volunteer assistant to the chaplain at the regional hospital in town. After 

the death of her husband John last year, she has adopted a shelter terrier named Henry the First. She is in 

Memphis often to see her daughter Ebet's family which includes two grandchildren. 

Please join us as we continue our six-month celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Holy Apostles by welcoming 

home Reverend Anne Carriere on March 5, 2017. 

  

 


