
 

 

Welcome Home to Holy Apostles, The Reverend Robert E. Allen 
 
The Reverend Robert Allen was born in Stuttgart, Arkansas, in 1941 and grew up and attended 
elementary and high school in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. He received his B.A. in Art from Hendrix 
College in Conway, Arkansas, in 1963, and served as an art teacher for two years at a prep school for 
boys.  
 
Bob was ordained a Deacon in the United Methodist Church in 1964. He received his B.D. in 1966 
and his S.T.M. in 1968 from the Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University, 
where he also served as an adjunct member of the faculty in the Art Department. Bob also earned an 
M.A. (Painting) from the University of Dallas in 1972.  Bob served as a United Methodist clergyman 
for 10 years, largely while attending graduate school.  
 
In 1973, Bob was ordained an Episcopal Deacon at Sewanee, University of the South. He was 
appointed Vicar at Calvary Episcopal Church in Osceola, Arkansas, in June and became an ordained 
priest there in September. That same September, he married Tracy Lee Wilson. 
 
In November, 1979, Bob was hired as the fourth Vicar to the Church of the Holy Apostles in 
Memphis. His daughter was born in 1980, and as he led the church to Parish status in 1981, he was 
chosen by the vestry of Holy Apostles to be our very first Rector.  
 
In 1983, Bob was elected President of the College of Clergy for the Diocese of West Tennessee, and 
in 1984, he became Canon to the Bishop at St. Mary's Cathedral, responsible for the departments of 
worship, evangelism, and interim clergy. He also served as Vicar of several mission congregations, 
Deployment Officer, Editor of the Church News, and Bishop's Master of Ceremonies. 
 
Bob went on to be Interim Rector of Emmanuel in Memphis in 1990 and in 1991, he became the 
12th Rector of St. Mary's Parish in El Dorado, Arkansas, where he helped establish the Interfaith 
Health Clinic and was founder of Interfaith Help Services. In 1996, Bob was recognized by the 
Governor of Arkansas for his service to the community. 
 
Bob retired from St. Mary's Parish in 2007 and began serving as a supply priest for St. Mark's in 
Crossett, Arkansas, until 2014 (although he continues to go occasionally for major feasts and to 
respond to pastoral needs).  
 
From 2008 to 2012, he joined the staff of the Bishop of Arkansas half time as Director of Ministry 
Formation. He also served on the Executive Council and served as Vice President from 2010-2014.  
 
Bob is still very active with the Interfaith Help Services where he is an Emeritus Member of the 
Board of Directors and the Interfaith Health Clinic where he is Chairman of the Steering 
Committee. 


