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The Gathering Returns  

Providing a welcoming community in which all can, with open hearts and open minds, receive God's grace through worship, 
fellowship, learning and outreach to others.  

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. ~Acts 2:42 
 

After a longer than anticipated hiatus, we are pleased to announce the return of The Gathering at Holy Apostles on 
Wednesday, October 6th! This is a monthly opportunity for faith, fellowship, and formation in community. On the 
first Wednesday of each month, we gather! The evening is freely 
structured, so busy individuals and families can come and go as need-
ed. 
 

5:30 pm – Evening Prayer in the nave 
6:00 pm – Potluck dinner in the PLC 
6:30 pm – Choir practice, EYC Midweek, fellowship in the PLC 
 

If, like me, you’ve longed for opportunities outside of Sunday morning to gather and grow together with the Body of 
Christ, I hope to see you at The Gathering! 
Clay+  

Centering Prayer Thursdays at 12:00 pm 

A Note from Treasurer, Clark Madison 

The 2022 forecast was put together with the assumption that life 
at Holy Apostles will return to “normal” in 2022. It assumes that 
we will have a full-time rector, that the nursery and hospitality 
assistant will be fully staffed, and, most importantly, that church 
attendance will return to pre-pandemic levels. The actual budget-
ing process is expected to begin in October. 
 

As we go through this process over the next few months and as 
we monitor the conditions of world health, changes will likely be 
made. However, this is a rough estimate of what it takes to oper-
ate the church on a “normal” budget. 

Beginning this month, Holy Apostles’ weekly Centering Prayer group will resume, every Thursday at noon in the 
nave.  Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer to help develop contemplation; it is classically described simply 
as “resting in God.” Our sessions begin with a discussion or reading from the Christian contemplative tradition, fol-
lowed by a time of silent prayer. Total session time is around 30 minutes, and no prior experience is necessary. We 
invite you to join us in a time of refreshment with God in prayer. 
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A Refreshing, Youthful Perspective on Stewardship                                                                            
An Interview with Annabel Hines   by Christina See, Stewardship Committee 
 

Hailing from Alabama, with a 4-year diversion in Connecticut, Annabel’s family have been parishion-
ers at Holy Apostles since 2014. Now, as a fifth-year senior at the University of Tennessee Knoxville, 
Annabel reflected on her own way of using her knowledge and skills to give herself to others in ser-
vice to the Lord. For the past four years, Annabel has been very involved in the outreach ministry 
called Mountain T.O.P. This organization in the South Cumberland Plateau is a partnership ministry 
with a goal to help meet the physical, social, emotional, and spiritual needs of all the people they en-
counter.  
 

To achieve this goal, they offer a variety of mission-based programs for youth and adults.  Participants can choose to serve with 
this organization through home repair projects or day camp programs. During the mission experience, middle and high school 
students complete home repair projects or serve as mentors in Day Camp. Service is woven together with spiritual-life program-
ming as they intentionally connect the “what” with the “why.” 
 

For Annabel, filling the social and spiritual needs for people who can’t always do for themselves is a very gratifying way to praise 
the Lord. She has been on staff for the past 2 years as a service project manager and would love to continue working for this 
deeply satisfying ministry. There are many ways to serve and worship the Lord and help his children, his people. The deep per-
sonal connection she has established with this community has given her an abiding accountability to her faith. 
 

She tries to take time every day to take a minute to rest, pray, and listen to what God is telling her. Her advice to everyone is 
continually strive to find new ways to worship the Lord. Get involved and try out some new and different ministries to expand 
your spiritual journey. Find your connection to God and his people. Be a vessel for God to speak through you in the things that 
you do. Never be afraid to give yourself to others because you never know how your words, actions or resources can profoundly 
and wonderfully transform their lives. One of her favorite Bible verses is Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work at it with all 
your heart as working for the Lord and not for human masters.” 

Blessing of  the Pets             Sunday, October 3rd 
Everyone is invited to bring their pets to the area 
around the Outdoor Chapel for our annual Bless-
ing of the Pets service on Sunday, October 3rd at 
6:00 p.m.  This service is conducted in honor of 
the Feast of St. Francis.  
 

As a way of honoring St. Francis and helping animals awaiting adoption in 
our area, we ask you to bring items to be donated to Collierville Animal Ser-
vices.  Donations: Purina One Healthy Kitten Formula, Purina One Adult 
Indoor Advantage, Friskies Pate Canned Cat Food, Purina Canned Dog 
Food and Puppy Food, Fromm Adult Dog and Puppy Food, collars and 
leashes, bleach, Arm and Hammer liquid laundry soap, Dawn dishwashing 
liquid, Tractor Supply gift cards, monetary donations. 

Holy Hikers                   Saturday, October 9th 

On October 9th, the Holy Hikers will journey by car Northeast to Pinson 
Mounds State Park. Listed on the National Historical Register, Pinson 
Mounds features at least fifteen mounds from the Middle Woodlands Peri-
od of Native American history. There is an interpretative center, gift shop, 

Museum and eight trails of varying length.  
 

Our car travel will take an hour and a half 
so bring a lunch and liquids. There are 
picnic grounds available. Dress for the 
weather and come prepared to enjoy the 
beauty of a fall day in one of Tennessee’s 
wonderful state parks!  
 

Meet in the church parking lot at 9:00 am on Saturday, October 9th. Call 
Frank Potter for details at 901/230-1818. We hope you will come enjoy 
the fun and fellowship of the Holy Hikers!  
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Reading with Holy Apostles 
book club will meet to discuss our 
October fiction selection, On Earth 
We’re Briefly Gorgeous by Ocean 
Vuong, on Tuesday, October 19th 
at 6:30 pm in the Conference 
Room.  
 

Poet Ocean Vuong’s debut novel is a shatter-
ing portrait of a family, a first love, and the 
redemptive power of storytelling. 
 

On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is a letter from a son 
to a mother who cannot read. Written when the 
speaker, Little Dog, is in his late twenties, the let-
ter unearths a family’s history that began before he 
was born — a history whose epicenter is rooted in 
Vietnam — and serves as a doorway into parts of 
his life his mother has never known, all of it lead-
ing to an unforgettable revelation. At once a wit-
ness to the fraught yet undeniable love between a 
single mother and her son, it is also a brutally hon-
est exploration of race, class, and masculinity. Ask-
ing questions central to our American moment, 
immersed as we are in addiction, violence, and 
trauma, but undergirded by compassion and ten-
derness, On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is as much 
about the power of telling one’s own story as it is 
about the obliterating silence of not being heard. 
 

With stunning urgency and grace, Ocean Vuong 
writes of people caught between disparate worlds, 
and asks how we heal and rescue one another 
without forsaking who we are. The question of 
how to survive, and how to make of it a kind of 
joy, powers the most important debut novel of 
many years.   

Reading with Holy Apostles:  
October 

Thank you for your faithful attendance and participation in our adult for-
mation and Christian education programs during the month of September. 
It was good to be back together learning and growing together in our New 
Life in Jesus Christ and in our Adult Bible Study groups.  
 

Our bible study groups meet each week to read and discuss the lectionary 
texts for the week to come. This provides participants with a level of prep-
aration about the lessons for that coming Sunday worship services. I hear 
time and time again from our parishioners how much this has enhanced 
their worship experience each week. 
 

For October, during our Sunday morning Christian Education hour, we 
will continue and complete our discussion on the intersection of ethics and 
liturgy.  
 

Sunday, October 3rd  
The Surprising Message of the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sunday, October 10th 
Ethical Themes Found in the Eucharist 
 

Sunday, October 17th  
Holy Baptism and New Life in Jesus Christ 
 

Sunday, October 24th 
Going Out Into the World 
 

Sunday, October 31st 
Allhallowtide and All Souls 
 

If you missed any of these opportunities during September, don’t let that 
keep you from engaging in these programs in October. While these ses-
sions listed above are part of an ongoing series, each of them is also a 
meaningful conversation that will make sense on its own. I am looking for-
ward to seeing you soon! 

           Adult Formation and Christian Education  

§ HONORED & REMEMBERED § 

In memory of Andrew Arthur 
Ms. Eleanor Woodward 

 

In memory of Bob Capra 
Mrs. Bonnie Barnes 
Mr. Robert Green 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Pecon 
Mr. and Mrs. George Waszilycsak 

 

In memory of Allen Carpenter 
Mrs. Bonnie Barnes 

Mrs. Jean Morris 
Mrs. Diane Reddoch 

 

In memory of John Wasilik 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Pecon 

Join the Prime Timers for the 2nd Annual Hymn 
Along!  Starting at 5:30 pm in the PLC, we will 
enjoy a delicious potluck dinner (everyone bring 
either a main dish, salad or dessert— sweet and 
unsweet tea will be provided).  Then at 7:00 pm, 
Jim Walsmith, our very own organist and choir-

master, will present a musical experience which will teach us how our 
hymns were written and how much fun we can have singing them! 
 

We invite ALL members of Holy Apostles to join us!  The evening will 
provide an opportunity for all to break bread together, learn together, sing 
together or just have some plain fun and laughs together.   

           Prime Timers Hymn Along      Friday, October 22  

St. James of Jerusalem: Friday, October 22nd, 12:30 pm 
All Souls’ Day: Tuesday, November 2nd, 6:00 pm 
 

A note on All Souls’ Day: In the Church Calendar, November 2nd, the day 
after All Saints’ Day, is the Commemoration of All Faithful Departed (also 
known as All Souls). This is a day on which the church is called especially 
to remember and pray for all the departed, including those near and dear 
to us. Accordingly, many churches have the custom of offering a requiem 
mass on this day. With the losses we have experienced over the past year, 
both as a church and as a nation, this seems a particularly appropriate ser-
vice to offer.  

Upcoming Holy Days  
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The Acts October 2021 

For more information on these and other events at Holy Apostles, visit our website (www.holyapostlestn.net),  
where you can sign up for our weekly email announcements.  

Like us on Facebook (@hapostles) and follow us on Twitter (@hapostles) and Instagram (holyapostlestn). 

 Oct 3: Blessing of the Pets 6:00 pm (see page 2) 

 Oct 6: The Gathering 5:30 pm (see page 1) 

 Oct 7: Centering Prayer returns 12:00 pm (see page 1) 

 Oct 9: Holy Hikers 9:00 am (see page 2) 

 Oct 19: Reading with Holy Apostles 6:30 pm (see page 3) 

 Oct 22: Holy Day Service: St. James of Jerusalem 12:30 pm (see page 3) 

 Oct 22: Prime Timers Hymn Along 5:30 pm (see page 3) 

 Oct 30: All Hallows Eve 4:00 pm (see page 1) 

 

October at Holy Apostles 


