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CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES 

LECTOR/INTERCESSOR CUSTOMARY 
 

Thank you for serving as a lector and/or intercessor at Church of the Holy Apostles.  Your ministry is important to 
our worship each Sunday, and we thank you for your dedication and attention to the responsibilities of these roles. 
 
Lector: 
The role of a Lector is to read aloud the Word of God to the gathered congregation. The Lector should read the 
appointed lessons from the Old and New Testaments, and lead the worshipping community in the praying of the 
Psalm.  The fact that our liturgy includes the reading of four Scripture lessons each week underscores the 
importance of the Bible in our worship together; if anyone tells you that Episcopalians don’t read the Bible, you can 
definitely correct their misunderstanding!   
 
Because our reading of the Bible together in our worshipping community is such an integral part of our liturgy, the 
role of the Lector is very important.  We ask that you prepare for your service by keeping in mind the following 
points.  
 

Preparation before the service:  
Start preparing to read before the day you are scheduled to read.  

 Please refer to the Rota (schedule) to determine the Sunday(s) for which you are scheduled to serve as 
Lector.  If for some reason you are unable to serve on the Sunday for which you are scheduled, please 
try to find a substitute, and email Robyn Sharp (Robyn.Sharp@ipaper.com) and our Director of 
Communications, Linda Obradovic (linda@holyapostlestn.net) to let them know who will be reading on 
that Sunday. 

 Take time to find the lessons for the Sunday on which you will serve so that you can read the passages 
over several times, first quietly, then aloud.  You can easily find the upcoming weeks’ lessons at 
www.lectionarypage.net.    

 Feel free to consult an annotated Bible or reference site (http://netministries.org/Bbasics/bwords.htm) 
– or ask Father John – if you have questions about the pronunciation of unfamiliar names or places.  

 Try to remember to read louder – and more slowly – than you would normally read, remembering that 
everyone needs to be able to hear and understand you! 

 
On the day that you serve:   

 Please try to arrive at least 15 minutes before the service is scheduled to begin. 

 The readings for that Sunday will be marked in the Lectionary.  Please take the time to look at the 
service leaflet and to walk up to the lectern to look at the lessons so that you can familiarize yourself 
with page turns or any notes which have been left by the clergy. 

 During the Gloria (or Kyrie), please begin moving down the side aisle on the lectern side, so that as 
soon as the Celebrant has completed the Collect of the Day, you are ready to approach the lectern.  
Please approach the lectern from the lectern side aisle and the side steps – not the center steps 
– to help keep our worship service flowing smoothly. 

 The Old Testament lesson is read first, using the introductory words found in the Lectionary (“A 
reading from the book of ….”).  At the conclusion of the reading, you should say, “The Word of the 
Lord.”  The congregation will respond, “Thanks be to God.” 
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 If the Psalm is to be recited responsively, it is introduced in this way: “The Psalm appointed for the day 
is Psalm ____.  We will read it responsively by whole verse.”  If the Psalm is to be chanted, please 
remain standing at the lectern until the singing is complete.  

 Following the Psalm, the New Testament lesson will be read, beginning with the introductory words 
found in the Lectionary (“A reading from…”).  At the conclusion of the reading, you should say, “The 
Word of the Lord.”  The congregation with respond, “Thanks be to God.” 

 Following the conclusion of the New Testament reading, you should return to your seat, again using the 
side steps and the lectern side aisle. 

 
 
Intercessor: 
The role of the Intercessor is to lead the congregation in prayers for the concerns of our worshipping community, 
our local community, the universal Church, and the welfare of all of our brothers and sisters throughout the world. 
The time in which we gather for the Prayers of the People is a time in which we bring all of our concerns to God in 
shared, common prayer, and, like the reading of the Scriptures, the leading of these prayers is very significant.   
 

Preparation before the service:  
Start preparing to lead the prayers before the day you are scheduled to serve.  

 Please refer to the Rota (schedule) to determine the Sunday(s) for which you are scheduled to serve as 
Intercessor.  If for some reason you are unable to serve on the Sunday for which you are scheduled, 
please try to find a substitute, and email Robyn Sharp (Robyn.Sharp@ipaper.com) and our Director of 
Communications, Linda Obradovic (linda@holyapostlestn.net) to let them know who will be reading on 
that Sunday. 

 Try to remember to read louder – and more slowly – than you would normally read, remembering that 
everyone needs to be able to hear and understand you! 

 
 

On the day that you serve:   

 Please try to arrive at least 15 minutes before the service is scheduled to begin. 

 The Prayers of the People will be printed on service sheets found under the Lectionary, at the lectern.  
Please take the time to look at the service leaflet and to walk up to the lectern to look at the prayers 
before the service begins. If you are unfamiliar with the pronunciation of any names, please ask the 
clergy for assistance. 

 During the Nicene Creed, please begin moving down the side aisle on the lectern side, so that as soon as 
the congregation has finished reciting the Creed, you are ready to approach the lectern.  Please 
approach the lectern from the lectern side aisle and the side steps – not the center steps – to 
help keep our worship service flowing smoothly. 

 Please pause briefly at the end of each petition (It may be helpful to you to count to three silently 
between each petition.).  

 Following the conclusion of the prayers, you should return to your seat, again using the side steps and 
the lectern side aisle. 
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