
Welcome Home to Holy Apostles, The Reverend Canon Dr. John F. Rice 

On April 30th, Holy Apostles is pleased to welcome home the next guest in our 50th Anniversary 

Celebration series of visiting former Rectors, the Reverend John Rice. Born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 

in 1941, John grew up in Miami, Florida, where he attended college and entered the Presbyterian 

seminary. It was at Rhodes College in Memphis, however, where he met and married his wife Maxine. 

Following field management work with the National Sears Organization, John and "Mackie" finished 

Presbyterian seminary together. John was sponsored in his Episcopal training by St. Mary's Cathedral in 

Memphis.  

The youthful Rices began their ministry at Church of the Ascension in Knoxville in 1968, but they were 

keen to return to Memphis in the aftermath of Dr. King's assassination and help the fledgling Holy 

Apostles congregation in the suburbs. Having been trained in "door-to-door" evangelism, John found 

many doors and families in and around Knight Arnold Road were opened. John became the mission's 

second vicar in February of 1971. Soon, the congregation's enthusiasm was pushing everyone out from 

the rented school space at Evans Elementary and onto the property that was held in trust for the Church 

of Holy Apostles. Construction of the award-winning new church began in November, 1972, and the 

congregation moved into its first building in 1974. Father Rice, Mackie, and their two young sons left 

Holy Apostles for Grand Prairie, Texas, in 1975. 

St. Andrews in Texas was a conflicted parish and the Rices quickly returned home and to the staff of Holy 

Communion in Memphis. Three years later, they took up a nearly ten-year ministry in Nashville at St. 

David's, West Meade. While there, John completed his Doctor of Ministry from the University of 

Chicago's McCormick Seminary. Next, John became Rector of St. Andrew's Downtown Congregation in 

Huntington, West Virginia.  

Not long afterward, his training and work in congregational development caught the eye of the Bishops 

in Boston, Massachusetts. Called to be the Canon for Congregations in the largest diocese (by churches) 

in the American Church, John became the "go-to" staff person for congregational staffing, resource 

management, and congregational life of the 193 congregations. 

When the Bishop retired, John became the Northeast executive for a national resource firm in Costa 

Mesa, California. "Percept" continues to offer strategic resources to non-profit and religious institutions 

across America. Pastoring a small house church on the New Hampshire/Massachusetts border while also 

resourcing denominational leadership from Maine to Florida became a bit much after a year, and 

blessedly, Trinity Church in Arlington, Virginia, called John back into full-time parish ministry.  

John and Mackie retired in 2001 to Bass River, Cape Cod. They have annual ministries at House of the 

Redeemer in New York City in October and St. Bartholomew's on St. Barths Island in March. 


