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The Reconciliation of  a Penitent 

This year, the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 17th. Holy Apostles will offer the 
liturgy of the day at noon, and again at 6:30 pm. 
  
Due to safety concerns ashes will not be imposed, but individu-
al containers of ashes will be offered at the service for those 
who desire to receive them. These may be self-imposed during 
the liturgy, or taken home for use in a simple household devo-
tion. In addition to being offered at the two services, ashes will 
also be available throughout the day and for the rest of the week 
(outside of the Ash Wednesday liturgies, these may be picked up 
in the hall outside the parish office). 
 

Despite the name by which the first day of Lent is commonly 
known, it is noteworthy that the Prayer Book explicitly states that the imposition of ashes is an optional part 
of the liturgy on that day. As we will hear in the Scripture lessons, our primary focus is not to be on outward 
signs of piety, but on a sincere and inward turning to the Lord. We pray to God that the ashes “may be to us 
a sign of our mortality and penitence”—to the extent that they provide such a sign they are helpful, though 
it seems to me that this has been a year in which we all have been made mindful of our mortality and need 
for repentance. With or without ashes, “The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 
O God, you will not despise.” (Psalm 51:18) 
 

However you choose to mark the day as we begin Lent this year, I pray you blessings along the way, as we 

journey with our Lord toward the light of Easter.   

Ash Wednesday                                                                by Father Clay                    

Reconciliation of a Penitent, or Penance, is the rite in which those who repent of their sins may confess them to God in the 
presence of a priest, and receive the assurance of pardon and the grace of absolution. ~ The Book of Common Prayer, p. 861 

 

Many people are unaware that the Episcopal Church offers indi-
vidual confession with a priest as a means of grace (see the BCP, 
beginning on p. 446). The Prayer Book states that this rite is not 
meant to be confined to extraordinary circumstances, but is to be 
offered as part of the regular sacramental life of the church, 
“available for all who desire it.” Though many people find their 
needs met by “the general confession” that we say communally in 
the liturgy, some find it spiritually helpful to seek out individual 
confession on occasion. The intention involved in preparing for 

such a confession, and in hearing the words of absolution spoken for “even my sins” can be a powerful 
experience of grace.  
 

The season of Lent is an appropriate time to avail oneself of this rite. However, the Anglican tradition, in 
contrast to the Roman, has never made such confessions obligatory. Our approach to the practice of indi-
vidual confession is summed up well in an oft-heard maxim: “All may, some should, none must.” 
 

If you would like to schedule a confession, or if you would like simply to have a conversation about this 

sacrament and its use, contact Fr. Clay.  

Providing a welcoming community in which all can, with open hearts and open minds, receive God's grace through worship, 
fellowship, learning and outreach to others.  
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An illustrated Ministries Curriculum  
Sunday, February 14th - Sunday, March 29th 

6:00pm on Zoom 
 

Week ONE:  Preparing for Lent 
What can we do for Ash  
Wednesday at Home? 

 

Sunday, February 14th @ 6:00pm  
via Zoom 

 

Cynthia will lead prayers & devotions and give families resources on preparing for Lent 
& observing Ash Wednesday at home.  Questions? cynthia@holyapostlestn.net 

Lent for Families Holy Apostles  
Youth 

 
EYC 

6th - 12th  
Graders 

 

Beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, February 
17th, at 7:15 pm via 
Zoom, we will join  
other youth around 
Memphis to begin Len-
ten study and prayer. 
We hope you can join 
us each Wednesday in 
Lent (through Wednes-
day, March 31st).  
Zoom link can be 
found in your weekly 
email! 

Deacon Gerri on Faithfully Memphis Radio Show 
Deacon Gerri will be the guest host for Bishop Phoebe’s 
radio show “Faithfully Memphis”, on WYXR 91.7 FM, 
on February 11th at 8:00 am.  
  
Bishop Phoebe started this radio show back in October 
2020.  Along with Memphians and others in Shelby 
County, she discusses the issues facing our community, 
as well as ways in which to explore how our faith in-

forms our perspective and unites people from a variety of backgrounds.   
 

One segment of this program is “Stump the Bishop”, so Gerri will turn this segment 
into “Stump the Deacon.”  Make sure you tune in to hear her show!  

 

In memory of Cliff Ewing 
The Rev. and Mrs. Clay Calhoun 

Mr. and Mrs. Vic McDaniel 

§ HONORED &  
REMEMBERED § 

Check us out on Twitter or  
Instagram @holyapostlestn 
or like our Holy Apostles 
Youth Page on Facebook!   

Livestreaming Update 
As you may have noticed when watching the livestream of our Sunday morning ser-
vice, we have experienced some technical issues due to internet interruptions.  Never 
fear!  Our Technology Guild is working hard on finding a solution to this prob-
lem.  They are currently obtaining bids for bringing a dedicated fiber optic line into the 
building, which would greatly reduce the interruptions in service.  In the meantime, we 
encourage you to continue watching our livestream at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday and you 
may also watch a recording of the service which is posted shortly after the service 
ends.  This posted video provides a complete recording, even in the event of a break in 
the livestream. 

Annual Parish Meeting Recap 
Our annual Parish Meeting was held on Sunday, January 24th via Zoom.  Thankfully, 
we were successful in meeting online with over 100 of you participating.  Thank you!   
 

During the meeting we thanked our outgoing Vestry members - Bob Bennett, Guy 
See, Michael Shelton and Margaret Yancey - for their faithful service to the Parish for 
the last three years.  We also elected four new Vestry members.  The Vestry welcomes 
Ted Beason, Jane Edwards, John Ogle and Stan Smith. 
 

Mike Siegel, of the Rector Search Committee, gave a detailed report on the status of 
our search.  You can find the committee’s report and the results of the parish survey 
on our website (www.holyapostlestn.net/about/our-transition).   
 

In addition, the Annual Parish Ministry Report and Budget are available to view at 
www.holyapostlestn.net/about/annual-parish-meeting.  You will see that, despite the 
limitations of the pandemic, Holy Apostles continued to serve each other and the 
community in ministry and outreach.  We are grateful for our many blessings! 
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Reading with Holy Apostles 
book club will meet to discuss 
our February selection, The Dutch 
House by Ann Patchett on Tues-
day, February 16th via Zoom at 
6:30 pm. Check your weekly HA 
email for the link. 
 

Ann Patchett, the #1 New York 
Times bestselling author of Commonwealth, delivers 
her most powerful novel to date: a richly moving 
story that explores the indelible bond between two 
siblings, the house of their childhood, and a past 
that will not let them go. The Dutch House is the 
story of a paradise lost, a tour de force that digs 
deeply into questions of inheritance, love and for-
giveness, of how we want to see ourselves and of 
who we really are. 
 

At the end of the Second World War, Cyril 
Conroy combines luck and a single canny invest-
ment to begin an enormous real estate empire, 
propelling his family from poverty to enormous 
wealth. His first order of business is to buy the 
Dutch House, a lavish estate in the suburbs out-
side of Philadelphia. Meant as a surprise for his 
wife, the house sets in motion the undoing of eve-
ryone he loves. 
 

The story is told by Cyril’s son Danny, as he and 
his older sister, the brilliantly acerbic and self-
assured Maeve, are exiled from the house where 
they grew up by their stepmother. The two 
wealthy siblings are thrown back into the poverty 
their parents had escaped from and find that all 
they have to count on is one another. It is this 
unshakeable bond between them that both saves 
their lives and thwarts their futures. 
 

Set over the course of five decades, The Dutch 
House is a dark fairy tale about two smart people 
who cannot overcome their past. Despite every 
outward sign of success, Danny and Maeve are 
only truly comfortable when they’re together. 
Throughout their lives they return to the well-
worn story of what they’ve lost with humor and 
rage. But when at last they’re forced to confront 
the people who left them behind, the relationship 
between an indulged brother and his ever-
protective sister is finally tested. 

Reading with Holy Apostles:  
February  

We are now more than halfway through our Adult Forum (formerly 
Rector’s Forum) series on Walk In Love, Episcopal Beliefs & Practices, 
based upon a book by the same name recently written by Episcopal 
priests Scott Gunn and Melody Wilson Shobe. Our learning contin-
ues in February with a particular focus in preparation for the season 
of Lent which begins with Ash Wednesday, February 17. We will 
also welcome Fr. Clay to our program series on February 7, as he 
will discuss our understandings and practices about ordination and 
holy orders. I have greatly appreciated your feedback and participa-
tion in these offerings thus far. 
 

Here are the presentation topics for February: 
 

Sunday, February 7 
 For the Benefit of Your Holy Church, Ordination  
 (presented by Fr. Clay Calhoun) 
Sunday, February 14  
 According to Your Will, Finding Spiritual Practices 
Sunday, February 21  
 Grateful Enjoyment of Your Abundant Creation,  
 God the Father and Creation Care 
Sunday, February 28 
 Strengthened for Your Service, God the Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts 
 

Of course, we continue to have our four regular weekly Bible Study 
classes meeting each week. If you’re looking for a spiritual discipline 
to take on during the season of Lent, perhaps this is an opportunity 
to go further into your reading and engagement in the Holy Scrip-
tures. We would love to have you join us.  

           Adult Forum and Christian Education  

Holy Hikers                                   February 13th  

The Holy Hikers urge you to en-
joy time outdoors with your hon-
ey(s) on Saturday, February 13th, 
the day before Valentine’s Day. 
It’s a great way to get out of the 
house, cure your “cabin fever”, 
and share this beautiful world 
God has created for us to enjoy.  
 

We gather at the parking lot at 
9:00 am. Dress appropriately for the weather. (Just do like your Ma-
ma told you!) We plan to drive about an hour West to Village Creek 
State Park between Wynne and Forrest City, AR. There we will se-
lect from several trail options, each 2- 3 miles long. We may hike on 
the original military road that connected Memphis and Little Rock 
or on a portion of the Trail of Tears. There will be a lot to see and 
learn.  Kids are encouraged to attend. 
 

Pack a lunch, lots of water, and plan to join us for what will be a 
great way to celebrate Valentine’s Day early!  
 

Call Frank Potter (901-230-1818) for details.  
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For more information on these and other events at Holy Apostles, visit our website (www.holyapostlestn.net),  
where you can sign up for our weekly email announcements.  

Like us on Facebook (@hapostles) and follow us on Twitter (@hapostles) and Instagram (holyapostlestn). 

Weekly Offerings 
 

Sunday 
Holy Eucharist at 10:00 am in the Nave and via livestream on our YouTube channel.   

Children's Chapel/Sunday School lesson on Facebook. 
Family Devotions via Zoom at 6:00 pm. 

Bluegrass Evening Prayer at 5:15 pm in the Nave. (Communion on the 1st Sunday of the month) 
 

Monday 
Men’s Bible Study via Zoom at 7:00 am. 

 

Tuesday  
Adult Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30 pm. 

 

Wednesday 
Morning Prayer with Father Clay at 10:00 am on Facebook. 

Prime Timers Zoom Gathering via Zoom at 11:00 am (every other week). 
Compline for Parish Choir via Zoom at 7:00 pm. 

EYC Midweek via Zoom at 7:15 pm. 
EYC Compline at 8:00 pm on Instagram. 

 

Thursday 
Women's Bible Study via Zoom at 11:00 am. 

Adult Bible Study via Zoom at 6:30 pm. 
 

Friday 
Compline with Father Clay at 8:00 pm on Facebook.   


