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Providing a welcoming community in which all can, with open hearts and open minds, receive God's grace through worship, 
fellowship, learning and outreach to others.  

A New Season at Holy Apostles!               by Rev. Lisa 
Summer is (almost) officially over, and a new season is about to begin.  After prayerful discernment and weeks 
of gathering survey results from many of you, we have decided to move forward with 9:00 a.m. Christian 
Formation (Rector’s Forum and Sunday School for Children and Youth) and keeping the 10:00 a.m. wor-
ship service time.   
 

Many churches all over the country are still not back to pre-COVID attendance due to many factors.  As a 
parish known for our warm and welcoming spirit, one thing we can do is to design our offerings to fit with 
how we have evolved in this post-pandemic world.  One of the biggest ways that we can welcome our com-
munity is to have fellowship at a time that is less time-restrictive and easier for all to attend.  So, beginning 
September 18th, we will be adding a fellowship gathering after the 10:00 am worship service.  This will pro-
vide us with the opportunity to be as hospitable as possible without having to hurry to end at a certain time to 
get to the worship service.  Our new fellowship gathering will be a “reboot” of the Hospitality Team called, 
“Heavenly Hosts”—you will hear more about that soon!  
 

As we get used to going back to school and dream of sweater weather, let's gather as a parish to kick off our 
fall programming at Holy Apostles on September 11th.  We will not have Rector’s Forum or Sunday School 
that day, but will start with worship at 10 a.m. followed by a parish brunch.   
 

Come celebrate the start of a new season of learning and fellowship in Christ, discover what's new and how 
you can get involved, and enjoy a delicious meal with your church family and friends! 

Graze in Grace  
starts Wednesday, Sept. 21st!  

(formerly the Gathering, which was held monthly)  
 

Come for our WEEKLY  
Wednesday night dinners!  

 

We will have prayers at 5:30 pm followed by  
a simple dinner that you don't have to cook!   

 

•activities for kids 
 

•gathering fellowship for all 
 

•bring a dessert or a salad if you want,  
but NOT required! 

Get to know our parish by meeting with a group for 
a meal once a month. Your group will decide when 
and where. Just sign up for Saints and Dinners!  
 

Our kickoff dinner is Wednesday, September 
14th, where you will meet and dine with your new 
group. If you can't be at the kickoff dinner, sign up 
anyway; we'll let you know which group you're in.  
 

Signup sheets are posted at church, or use the  
SignupGenius in your weekly email. Questions? 
Contact Trish Spore ( 901-355-1995, tspore@ 
bellsouth.net or Lee Carpenter (901-371-6602,  
alicarp65@gmail.com.  

mailto:tspore@bellsouth.net
mailto:tspore@bellsouth.net
mailto:alicarp65@gmail.com


Page 2 THE ACTS 

Revisit: A Reason to Pledge 
 

“You will be enriched in every way so that you can be gener-
ous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will 
result in thanksgiving to God.” 2 Corinthians 9:11 
 

It has been so gratifying, week after week, to see more and 
more of our congregation come back together in person to 
worship and love one another as we used to and participate 
in the rich spiritual communion that we’ve all missed these 
past couple of years. We are still a parish filled with the Holy 
Spirit. We are still a “big tent” and respectful community. 
We still want, need and love all the programs that engage us, 
lift us up, and bring us joy. 
 

Now more than ever, we need everyone’s embrace and par-
ticipation in this year’s stewardship campaign to maintain 
and build on all the strengths that bring us together as a 
church and church family. Holy Apostles is truly a place to 
grow rich in faith and love. Our church family is a diverse 
collection of people who are in various situations and stages 
of their lives, but we are still one body in Christ. We need to 
share our lives with one another to grow as a loving family 
grows in order that everyone can experience the joy of be-
longing to God, to each other and to Holy Apostles. 
 

Daily we are renewed by new life in Jesus Christ, and our 
daily stewardship of our church should reflect the continual 
joy of that renewal. We’ve all been taught that every good 
thing that comes to us belongs to God. There is nothing that 
permanently belongs to us, but we should use the resources 
given to us to His honor and glory. 

Update on Operation Backpack 
 

Over the years, members of Holy Apostles have given gener-
ously to the annual Operation Backpack effort in support of 
students at Emmanuel Center.  After an evaluation of the pro-
gram with feedback received by the center, this ministry real-
ized that there are now a number of other resources adequately 
providing backpacks and school supplies for the students.  In 
light of this, the Executive Director, Angie Johnson, suggested 
that we might better and more effectively support the students 
by helping with a greater need - equipment for a technology 
classroom or lab that would provide the students with the cur-
rent and updated technologies needed for today’s educational 
needs and programs.   
 

The consortium of Operation Backpack Ministry churches, 
which included Holy Apostles, unanimously agreed with en-
thusiasm to transition to a new “Operation Tech Lab Minis-
try” to fulfill this greater need.   
 

This year, the collective reserve funds from the consortium 
churches will set up this technology classroom for the coming 
school year, but support will be needed to sustain the needs of 
this ministry in the future.  We will keep you posted on the 
progress and future needs! 

2 Chronicles 31:5-6 
“As soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave of the first fruits of their new grain, new wine, oil and honey and 
all that the fields produced. They brought a great amount, a tithe of everything, the men of Israel and Judah who lived in the 
towns of Judah also brought a tithe of their herds and flocks and a tithe of the holy things dedicated to the LORD their God, 
and they piled them in heaps.” 
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Reading with Holy Apostles book 
club will meet to discuss our Sep-
tember nonfiction selection, Good 
Apple: Tales of a Southern Evangel-
ical in New York, by Elizabeth 
Passarella on Tuesday, September 
20th at 6:30 pm in the Conference 
Room.  
 

Elizabeth Passarella is content with being compli-
cated. She grew up in Memphis in a conservative, 
Republican family with a Christian mom and a 
Jewish dad. Then she moved to New York, fell in 
love with the city—and, eventually, her husband—
and changed. Sort of. While her politics have tilted 
to the left, she still puts her faith first—and argues 
that the two can go hand in hand, for what it’s 
worth. 
 

In this sharp and slyly profound memoir, Eliza-
beth shares stories about everything from conceiv-
ing a baby in an unair-conditioned garage in Flori-
da to finding a rat in her bedroom. She upends 
stereotypes about Southerners, New Yorkers, and 
Christians, making a case that we are all flawed 
humans simply doing our best. Good Apple is a 
hilarious, welcome celebration of the absurdity, 
chaos, and strange sacredness of life that brings us 
all together, whether we have city lights or starry 
skies in our eyes. More importantly, it’s about the 
God who pursues each of us, no matter our own 
inconsistencies or failures, and shows us the way 
back home.  

Reading with Holy Apostles:  
September 

I hope that you have enjoyed your summer and recharged your batter-
ies because it’s time to get back to work. Your entire staff, including 
yours truly, have been working closely together throughout the past 
few months to plan and prepare for a meaningful return to our regular 
program schedule. 
 

A couple of things to mention, from an adult formation perspective. 
First, if you have not been involved in a small group Bible study and 
discussion group here at Holy Apostles, it’s time to get into the game. 
As adult Christians, there are a few essential elements to growing in 
our faith. Of course, these include regular prayer and worship. But too 
often, we stop there. Faith formation also requires growth and learn-
ing. Without growth and learning, we eventually stand still in our faith, 
and over time we become stagnant. Regular Bible study and group 
discussion makes our faith come alive. 
 

Current weekly groups include: 
 Monday Morning Men’s Ecumenical Breakfast & Bible Study  
 (7:00 - 8:00 am) 

 Tuesday Evening Adult Bible Study (6:30 - 7:30 pm) 

 Wednesday Morning Women’s Group (11:00 am - Noon) 
 

We will resume our regular schedule of small group meetings the week 
immediately after Labor Day. I urge you to explore one of our many 
groups, or express a desire to create a new group that meets your 
needs from a scheduling perspective. Get a group of friends and let 
me know what works for you. I would love to add some new names 
and new groups to our fall schedule.  
 

Our Rector’s Forum schedule also begins on September 18th with an 
update on our pipe organ and the emerging effort to rehabilitate this 
remarkable instrument back to its former glory. Join us this Sunday 
morning and “Be An Organ Donor.” Then on Sunday, September 25, 
we will get an update on two recent important events, the General 
Convention and the Lambeth Conference.  
 

Please feel free to contact me with questions or comments at 
tom@holyapostlestn.net.  I hope to see you soon!  Tom Carpenter 

           Adult Formation and Christian Education  

Prime Timers to “Wonderland”                  September 15th 
The Prime Timers will meet at 10:00 am at the Memphis Botanic Gar-
den on Thursday, September 15th. The Gardens are 
featuring an “Alice’s Adventures at the Gardens” 
exhibit that has drawn rave reviews. We hope you 
will join us. Lunch will follow at Fratelli’s Cafe in 
the Garden for those who would like to socialize a 
bit more!  
 

You will need to register by Monday, September 12th using the  
SignUp Genius in your weekly email so we know how many seats to 
reserve. There is a $10.00 entry fee to the Garden plus the price of 
your lunch. Plenty of parking is available and the site is level and easily 
walked. Mary Lou Brown (901-606-7322) is coordinating this event. 
Please contact her if you have any questions.  
 

We hope you will join us for this unusual and fun event at one of 
Memphis’ hidden treasures! 

mailto:tom@holyapostlestn.net
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For more information on these and other events at Holy Apostles, visit our website (www.holyapostlestn.net),  
where you can sign up for our weekly email announcements.  

Like us on Facebook (@hapostles) and follow us on Twitter (@hapostles) and Instagram (holyapostlestn). 

 Sept 5: Parish Office Closed 

 Sept 7: Women’s Bible Study Begins 10:30 am  

 Sept 11: New Season Sunday! 10:00 am (see page 1) 

 Sept 14: Saints and Dinners Kickoff 6:00 pm (see page 2) 

 Sept 15: Prime Timers to Memphis Botanic Garden 10:00 am (see page 3) 

 Sept 16-18: Happening #69 

 Sept 20: Reading with Holy Apostles 6:30 pm (see page 3) 

 Sept 21: St. Matthew the Apostle Holy Day Service 12:30 pm 

 Sept 21: Graze in Grace Begins 5:30 pm (see page 1)  

September at Holy Apostles 


