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Providing a welcoming community in which all can, with open hearts and open minds, receive God's grace through worship, 
fellowship, learning and outreach to others.  

Our Ailing Organ                                                             
Many of you have noticed that we have not used our beautiful organ at all since Trinity Sunday.  Our aging instrument 
has been clinging to life for many years and requires a huge effort to make it playable on Sundays. Sadly, our organ has 
reached the point at which it cannot be played. 
 

Holy Apostles’ organ has always been a labor of love, guided by the late Bob Cap-
ra, a parishioner and former organist/choirmaster here. As a representative of a 
major American pipe organ company, Bob always had his finger on the pulse of 
the pipe organ industry. 
 

Our organ started life in 1974, when Bob became aware of a small organ for sale 
at Holy Angels Convent in Jonesboro, Arkansas. Holy Apostles raised funds 
through a cookbook, golf tournaments, and other means, to purchase the small 
organ. Bob oversaw its removal and reinstallation using labor supplied by the men 
of the church.  
 

As Holy Apostles grew and required new spaces, the organ grew too. Through careful planning and an unusual knack 
for organ building, Bob recognized and collected materials, supplies, and pipes, donating them to the church. Labor was 
usually supplied by church members, who moved pipes and chests themselves in order to save money. 
 

Through the result of years of Bob’s loving attention, and the labor and financial contributions of our church’s fore-
bears, our organ is among the largest in the region, worth almost 2 million dollars. It is a beautiful, unique, but now si-
lent instrument. 
 

There is very good news, however. Your Vestry has just approved a plan to restore our historic and valuable organ. A 
highly regarded company, R.A. Colby of east Tennessee, will be contracted to do the work. The Colby firm is one that 
Bob knew, respected, and worked with.  The full restoration will cover a 10-year period with most of the essential work 
taking place within the first year and a half.   Because of the complicated repair and difficulty in obtaining parts due to 
supply chain issues, this will mean a year without a functioning organ. This does not mean, however, that we will lack 
the beautiful, moving, and meaningful music that is our tradition at Holy Apostles. We will make every effort to make 
worship rich and beautiful until we have our sacred instrument back in working order.  
 

All of us have an opportunity to participate in the labor of love that is 
represented in our pipe organ. All of us are “Holy Apostles” committed 
and equipped to meet this challenge, breathing life into our sacred instru-
ment, and investing in the future of our church.  Ways to participate will 
be announced soon, with a special kick-off dinner on Friday, October 7, 
2022.   

New for 2022-23  - Graze in Grace!  
(formerly the Gathering, which was held 
monthly) Beginning September 21st, Holy 
Apostles will host WEEKLY Wednesday 
night dinners:   
We will have prayers at 5:30 pm followed by 
a simple dinner that you don't have to 
cook!   
•activities for kids 
•gathering fellowship for all 
•bring a dessert or a salad if you want, but 
NOT required! 

Save the Date!  Friday, October 7, 2022 
 

Mark your calendars!  You are cordially invited to a spectacular evening 
of elegant dining, great music, fabulous auction items and more! This 
gala event at Holy Apostles will absolutely put the Fun in Fundraising!  
 

Gather with all of your old HA friends and invite some new ones as we 
find all kinds of fun ways to raise money to restore our unique and 
beautiful church organ. This extravaganza will be the party of the year 
and one you will not want to miss!  
 

More information will be forthcoming in our weekly email and church 
bulletins, but be sure to circle this red letter date on your calendar. You 
will not want to miss all of the fun and excitement of this dazzling 
night! What a great opportunity for everyone to BE AN ORGAN DO-
NOR! 
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The Good Neighbor Team is pleased to report that the Manan family has completed their "6 months stabilization journey", as 
Frank Potter describes it, with World Relief.  
 

The team has gone above and beyond every step of the way and played an integral part in the family becoming settled, with the 
support and prayers of the parish as a whole.   
 

The family is living in Bartlett, near their relatives.  Their home is filled with the gifts, love and concern from each of us. The 
beds, appliances, furniture, kitchen supplies, clothing, etc., have been a real blessing to them.  
 

The parents are both working full time picking and packing car parts in a warehouse. The children finally were enrolled in school 
and, thanks to the efforts of several of the team, they have been able to take ESL classes this summer.  They also went to Mud 
Camp at St. Columba in June and the two oldest even served on the staff!   
 

The children have all grown up significantly in the past months. All are beautiful with shining smiles, joyous personalities, and 
polite manners. They care for one another. That was really evident on Saturday, July 15th, when everyone attended a pool party at 
Lee and Tom Carpenter’s home.  Everyone would have enjoyed witnessing the happiness and laughter they played together (and 
played tricks on Ted Beason!) in the pool.  
 

The team enters a new phase of the relationship now, moving from enablers to friends and supporters. They will be discussing 
where they can be most helpful in creating independence for the family and building their confidence to manage their decisions 
and needs themselves.  
 

Now that the Manans are settled, there may be an opportunity to support another refugee family. The team will keep us posted!    

Holy Apostles is relaunching our small-group dinner gath-
erings at homes or restaurants!   This is a wonderful way 
to get to know your church family, make new friends, and 
deepen old relationships. 
 

Our initial gathering will be on September 14th at 6pm in 
the Parish Life Center at Holy Apostles. We will share a 
meal and get sorted into groups of roughly 8 people for 
our on-going Saints and Dinners. 
 

If you are interested or have questions, please email Trish 
Spore (tspore@bellsouth.net) or call 901-355-1995. 

Mountain T.O.P. 2022 
This year Church of the Holy Apostles sent our biggest group yet 
to Mountain T.O.P., where we served the Cumberland Mountain 
region of East Tennessee the week of July 3rd. Our group of 
eight was composed of adults: Fr. Clay, Cynthia McCarty, and 
Gene Hines, and youth: Amelia Robert, Pierce Browning, Juliah 
Calhoun, Alex McCarty, and Kirsten Bryan. The weather was hot, 
with occasional rain showers to cool us down. Our jobs included 
painting, building sheds, ramps, and stairs, helping with yardwork, 
and other home repair. I think all of our youth had a wonderful 
experience and are looking forward to going back.   
 

“My favorite part of Mountain T.O.P. this year was going into the 
community and getting the grand opportunity to speak with the 
people in need of service. This impacted my life in that I was able 
to see that people can have hardly a cot to sleep on, but can still 
find happiness in faith.”  ~ Pierce Browning 
 

“Mountain T.O.P. was such a great experience for me! Eve-
ryone there was so nice and accepting, I can’t wait to go 
back next year.” ~Juliah Calhoun 
 

“I loved going to Mountain T.O.P.!  It’s a real unique expe-
rience where you get to learn new skills and try something 
different. I really loved learning how to use various tools 
and I got to connect with some amazing people! My favor-
ite part was  being able to  meet and connect with the peo-
ple who we were doing the service projects for. I really en-
joyed hearing about their lives and it was really moving when 
they felt comfortable enough with us to share more vulnera-
ble parts of their stories.” ~Amelia Robert  
 

Though we plan to return next summer, there are other op-
portunities throughout the year to serve at Mountain T.O.P., 
such as AIM (Adults in Ministry) weekends during the fall.  If 
you would like more information about this trip or about 
Mountain T.O.P., please email Cynthia 
(cynthia@holyapostlestn.net).   

Report from the Good Neighbor Team 

mailto:tspore@bellsouth.net
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Reading with Holy Apostles 
book club will meet to discuss 
our August fiction selection,  
The Lincoln Highway, by Amor 
Towles on Tuesday, August 
16th at 6:30 pm in the Confer-
ence Room.  

Reading with Holy Apostles:  
August 

It’s an exciting time to be here at Holy Apostles! So many good things are 
happening in nearly every aspect of our life together as a parish family. This 
certainly includes our Adult Formation and Christian Education program-
ming for the fall semester. In addition to our regular Adult Bible Study 
groups, the Rector’s Forum schedule is shaping up nicely with a broad offer-
ing of interesting and relevant topics and speakers. Here’s a sneak preview  
of the year to come. As you can see, there’s something for everyone. 
 

September 11 - New Season Brunch 
September 18 - “Be An Organ Donor” (Jim Walsmith) 
September 25 - Lambeth Conference and General Convention Updates 
(Gerri Endicott) 
October 2 - Wolf River Conservancy & Holy Apostles (Cathy Justis) 
October 9 - A Christian Theology of Marriage & Family (Tom Carpenter) 
October 16 - A Christian Theology of Marriage & Family (Clay Calhoun) 
October 23 - Parenting in the Digital Age (Cynthia McCarty) 
October 30 - Parenting in the Digital Age (Cynthia McCarty) 
November 6 - “And That Was Enough” (Bishop Johnson) 
November 13 - “And That Was Enough” (Bishop Johnson) 
November 20 - A New Creation, Introduction (Tom Carpenter) 
November 27 - A New Creation, Advent I (Clergy & Tom) 
December 4 - Stewardship Update & A New Creation, Advent II (Lisa, Ves-
try, Clergy & Tom) 
December 11 - A New Creation, Advent III (Clergy & Tom) 
December 18 - A New Creation, Advent IV (Clergy & Tom) 

           Adult Formation and Christian Education  

Report from General Convention 2022                                                                               Deacon Gerri Endicott 
 

I returned home, from my first General Convention experience on July 12th.  I can officially announce that I have been bitten by 
the General  Convention bug.  Yes, I am that level of “Church Nerd”.  It was my first, but hopefully not my last.   
 

I attended this year’s Convention – which usually occurs every 3 years, but was postponed a year due to COVID – as the Clergy 
Alternate Deputy.  I sat with the other alternates at the back of the convention hall and observed, while waiting to be called up to 
the “Big Leagues” I was there in case anyone had to leave the convention early, and to relieve any clergy deputy needing a break.  
Thankfully no one had to depart early, and I was able to serve three relief sessions on the convention floor.  The rest of my time 
was spent back in the “Minors”.    
 

This convention was atypical – it was shorter than usual, and was all business.  There were no vendors or visitors allowed, and 
evening legislative sessions were added in hopes of getting all business taken care of in the allotted time.   
 

Despite the fact that at times the proceedings were about as exciting as watching paint dry, there were moments of levity, joy, and 
tears as moving testimony was given, and loving, prayerful resolutions were passed (it’s not all about the budget!).   
 

I got to see the gavel passed as retiring President of the House of Deputies, Gay Clark Jennings, relinquished the presidency to 
her newly-elected successor, Julia Ayala Harris.  For the first time in history, the President and Vice-President of the House are 
now women – one Latina, the other Indigenous.   
 

I will leave you with thoughts from Gay Clark Jennings’ farewell address: 
“Our founders would have never imagined a House led by two women – one Latina and one Indigenous.   They would never 
have imagined the youth and diversity surrounding us.  There has been a generational shift in the House.  Support and encourage 
our new, diverse rising leaders.  We have taken steps to rectify the past. Do not leave today assuming that someone else will do 
all the work.” 
 

(All addresses, resolutions, and other information are available through links on the General Convention website at:  https://
www.generalconvention.org/, the Episcopal News Service, other Episcopal Church related websites, and Social Media outlets.)  

Leading from Behind 
 

We are so blessed by the 
weekly leadership—from 
behind—of our beautiful 
and competent choir.  
Please consider joining 
in this ministry as you 
make your fall plans.  
Talk to Jim or any choir 
member for information. 

Keep in mind, that we will also be reforming our Adult Bible Study groups in the fall and we will begin meeting again regularly the 
week after Labor Day. I hope that you will prayerfully consider joining one of these groups, including our evening Mixed Adult 
groups, or our morning groups, specifically the Men’s Ecumenical group and the Women’s group. Finally, your parish staff is 
working together to bring back Education for Ministry (EfM) classes to Holy Apostles. So, stay tuned for more details around all 
of these and other exciting formation opportunities. If you have any questions, please contact Tom Carpenter, Director of Adult 
Formation at tom@holyapostlestn.net.   

https://www.generalconvention.org/
https://www.generalconvention.org/
mailto:tom@holyapostlestn.net
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For more information on these and other events at Holy Apostles, visit our website (www.holyapostlestn.net),  
where you can sign up for our weekly email announcements.  

Like us on Facebook (@hapostles) and follow us on Twitter (@hapostles) and Instagram (holyapostlestn). 

 Aug 16: Reading with Holy Apostles 6:30 pm (see page 3) 

 Aug 17: Prime Timers Visit Woman’s Exchange of Memphis  - Details to come! 

 Aug 19-21: Tennessee Laymen’s Conference 

August at Holy Apostles 

Mark your calendars! 
 

New Season Sunday 
Service and Brunch 
September 11, 2022 

 
Welcome to the start of fall programming at 
Holy Apostles when will begin a new season 

of learning and fellowship in Christ! 


